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“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them, in like manner giving themselves over to forni- 
cation and going after strange flesh, are set forth for 
an example, suflering the vengeance of eternal fire.”” 
—Jude 7. e 2 


The great diversity of opinion on matters of 
religious belief which exists among mankind, 
arises from the nature of the testimony on which 
those variant opinions are predicated. In all 
cases where matters of fact fall under the cog- 
nizance of our senses, or are presented to the 
mind in a tangible form, there is no important 
disagreement. But faith necessarily steps be- 
yond knowledge, and dwells upon objects and 
evidence more imaginative, and perhaps, be- 

-,yond the pale of demonstration. It is produc- 
ed by evidence, but of a different kind from 
that which amounts to demonstration—evidence, 

sometimes real, but often imaginary. This tes- 
timony’is presented to an almost infinite varie- 
ty of minds, under as great a diversity of cir- 

_cumstances, and the weight it will have upon 

our understandings will ever be in proportion 
to the strength of our prejudices or preposses- 
sions against or in favor of the proposition ad- 
vanced, Education has a powerful influence 
over the minds of most persons, and disqualifies 
many for judging impartially of any subject on 
which a difference of opinion exists. It is, 
therefore, of the first importance, that, while we 
are engaged in the investigation of religious 
truth, our minds should be divested, as far as 
possible, of all prejudice. 4 

The subject to be discussed at this time has 
been Jong resorted to as evidence of the doc- 
trine of endless sin and suffering; and, until re- 
cently, but few have presumed to call in ques- 
tion a sentiment so long, so tenaciously, and so 
generally accredited. It need not, therefore, 
excite our surprise to find that this doctrine, 
however repugnant to reason and scripture, has 
been associated in our earliest impressions, 
with all that is sacred in religion, or correct in 
morals; and consequently, that it is sustained 
by our fears, as well as by our strongest preju- 
dices. It is this which renders the task that 
now devolves on your speaker the more ardu- 
“ous and difficult—and perhaps, may render my 
attempts to explain the text, not only fruitless 

to some, but offensive to many of my hearers, 
But withno otherdesire,than that we may allcome 
to the knowledge of the truth, whatever it may 
be, I shall proceed in the task assigned me, 

In order to aright understanding of our text, 
it will be neccessary to notice the leading fea- 
tures of the Epistle containing it. The learn- 
ed have not decided what Jude was the author 
of this, portion of the scriptures, to whom it was 
addressed, nor the time when it was composed. 
Consequently, any dilficulties that may arise in 
our attempts to understand it, may be imputed 
to the obscurity in which it is involved; and, 
while we cheerfully assent to the authenticity of 
the epistle, we are left to regret that some clue 
is-not left us in a description of the author, or 


the persons addressed, by which a more posi- 
tive and satisfactory solution could be obtained. 
But our vain regrets cannot avail any thing; 
and we are led to plod through the difficulties 
presented before us, aided mostly by the light 
of reason, and an honest desire to obtain knowl- 
edge. 

The main position of the author of this epis- 
tle is laid down in verse 4: ‘For some men,” 
says he, “have crept in privily, who were be- 
fore, of old, set forth for this condemnation, un- 
godly men, turning the faver (grace) of God 
into lasciviousness, and denying the only Sov- 
ereign, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” Having 
stated the case and defined the criminality of 
the subjects of censure and condemnation, he 
next adverts to certain examples of punishment 
which appositely illustrated that which would 
be inflicted upon those who were guilty of the 
sin before specified.—He reminds those ad- 
dressed of the marvellous deliverance of the 
Israelites from Egyptian bondage, and the de- 
struction of the unbelieving part of that people. 
In verse 6, as a farther illustration of his ideas 
he calls to mind a historical fact, recorded in 
Numbers, chap. 14, relative to cer(ain messen- 
gers who deserted the cause of the Lord, and 
were punished with severity, for leaving their 
own habitation. Next, asa farther illustration 
of the hypothesis assumed, he introduces the 
language of our text, in allusion to the destruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, which were set 
forth as an example of the punishment or ca- 
lamity that should befall the people spoken of 
in verse 4. The description of the persons, in 
reference to whom he spake, and of the calam- 
ities which should come upon them, ends with 
verse 19, which I pass over for the present, as 
we may find it more convenient to examine it 
in detail as we proceed in the discussion, 

1. It is important that we should now ascer- 
tain who the persons were to whom the writer 
alluded; as without knowing this, all our con- 
clusions will be vague and uncertain. It is a 
generally received opinion of the learned, from 
which I have no disposition to dissent, that the 
persons spoken of were the Gnosticks. The 
description given in our context, of the individ- 
uals alluded to, corresponds perfectly with the 
account elsewhere furnished us, of the pecu- 
liarities of that famous sect. It is supposed this 
sect is intended in the following passages: Ist 
John, ii. 19: “They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would, no doubt, have continued with us: but 
they went out, that they might be made mani- 
fest that they were not all of us.’’ Ist ‘Tim.vi. 
20, 21: “GO Timothy, keep that which is com- 
mitted to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain 
babblings, and oppositions of science, falsely so 
called; which some professing have erred con- 
cerning the faith.” Col. ii. 8: “Beware, lest 
any man spoil youthrough philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ru- 
diments of the world, and not after Christ.””— 
These passages. when compared with the de- 
scription given in Buck’s Theo. Dict. will show 
the appositeness of the account of this people 
by the author of our text. 


“The Gnostics were 


wo. 48. 


ancient heretics, famous from the first rise of 
Christianity, principally in the east. The 
name (Gnostics—which is from a Greek word 
which signifies knowing) was adopted by this 
sect, on the presumption that they were the 
only persons who had the true knowledge of 
Christianity. Accordingly, they looked on all 
other Christians as simple, ignorant, and bar- 
barous persons, who explained and interpreted 
the sacred writings in a low, literal, and unedi-+ 
fying signification. At first, the Gnostics were 
the only philosophers and wits of those times, 
who formed for themselves a peculiar system of 
theology, agreeable to the philosophy of Py- 
thagoras and Plato; to which they accommo- 
dated all their interpretations of scripture. They 
corrupted the doctrine of the gospel by a pro- 
fane mixture of the tenets of the oriental phil- 
osophy, concerning the origin of evil and the 
creation of the world, with its divine truths.’’ 
They held the body in a kind of pious abhor- 
rence, and abstained from marriage on account 
of the contempt in which they held all terres- 
trial enjoyments. The light in which the 
author of our text viewed the doctrines and 
conduct of those persons, may be farther un- 
derstood from verses 12 and 13: ‘These are 
blemishes in your love-feasts, when they ban- 
quet with you, feeding themselves without re- 
straint: clouds without water, carried aside by 
winds: trees whose fruit withereth, barren, 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots 5 raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom the blackness of 
darkness ts reserved to the age.”’ 

These remarks and quotations will enable us 
to fix with some certainty upon the persons of 
whose condemnation and punishment the cities 
of the Plain were set forth an example; and this 
will help us to an understanding of what re- 
mains to be considered. And here permit me 
to remark, that an indiscriminate application of 
the text to any class of persons beside the an- 
cient Gnostics, is erroneous, absurd, and often- 
times injurious to the cause of Christianity.— 
True, in cases where there is a coincidence of 
sentiment and conduct, between those primarily 
addressed and others, it may be proper to make 
an application of the same condemnatory Jan- 
guage; but this practice can only be justified 
by an obvious, and striking similarity. 

2. We will now consider the nature of the 
example set forth in the case referred to. And 
here it may be observed, first, that the wick- 
edness of the inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, was an appropriate ilustratixn of that 
which characterized the persons refered to in 
the text. he inhabitants of these plases had 
habitually committed fornication, and gone af- 
ter strange flesh; and these iniquities are con- 
sidered as distinguishing traits in the character 
of those mentioned verse 4th, by the author of 
our text. 

As like causes produce like effects, it was to 
be expected there would be a similarity in their 

Cram A ‘ z 
punishments; hence, Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the cities about them, were set forth as an ex- 
ample “suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” 
—in other words a striking evidence that the 
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guilty must suffer for their sins. It will not fol- 
low, however, that the ancient heretics alluded 
to, were to endure the same kind of punish- 
ment-as that inflicted on the Sodomites; but 
punishment of a similar kind, or misery aptly 
illustrated by the example, might be expected 
to fall upon them. 

3. But the main point to which I would con- 
fine your attention, is, the nature of the punish- 
ment set forth as an example. It is supposed, 
by many, that the Sedomites were set forth as 
an example suffering the pains of an eternal 
hell; and that the fact of their being in that sit- 


uation was related, as a proof that the heretics | 


of those times were to go to hell also. ‘To 
convince my hearers that such is not the fact, 
I desire attention to the following particulars: 
1. There is an obvious impropriety in sup- 
posing, even if the Sodomites were in hell, that 
the circumstance of their being there could be 
referred to as an example of what should befall 


cities; and when we have learned the facts we 
shall rest from our labors, and be satisfied, with- 
out entering into any speculations as to matters 
which infinite Wisdom has not seen fit to re- 
veal. If, therefore, it be ascertained that Sod- 
om and Gomorrah or their inhabitants were in 
an endless hell—and if this fact is revealed in 
the bible, we are bound to believe it; but ifno 
such thing be revealed, we ought not to be- 
lieve it. 

The most particular account of what befell 
those cities is furnished us in Gen. 19th chap. 
where we are told, that ‘the Lord rained upon 
Sodom, and upon Gomorrah, brimstone and fire 
‘from the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew 


| 


habitants: of the’ cities, and that which grew 
upon the ground.”? This is the sum and sub- 
Stance of all that is, or ever has been revealed 
/on this subject. The most, then, that we are 
authorised to say, is, the cities were utterly de- 


the Gnostics ; for, perhaps, (on the orthodox | stroyed by fire from heaven (probably electric- 
ground) some of those persons had repented of ity) and that the inhabitants experienced a 


their sins in time to escape that punishment; 
and those who were referred to the example, 
had also the ability to éscape, by a timely re- 
formation, all misery of a similar kind, 

2. But, those persons referred to, as we 
learn from our context, were reserved in chains 
under darkness, unto the judgment of the great 
day. Now if we admit the notion of a future 
judgment, for the sake of argument, we shall 
find that orthodoxy itself, will not allow us to 


suppose that they were actually in a hell of 


endless torment. Observe: Our opponents con- 
tend that hell is a place of endless misery, and 
tell us that people will not go there until afier 
the day of judgment. Hence, unless they 
abandon the notion of a future judgment, they 
must admit that the Sodomites were. not in the 
hell of endless torment. But if they should 
contend that they were in hell, they will find it 
necessary to take them from that place into the 
presence of God, to be judged; and then we 
should maintain that the torments of hell would 
cease, for a short time, at least, aid thus make 
it out, that hell would have a vacation! This 
would be fatal to orthodoxy, for it not only 
contends for the eternity, but also for the per- 
petuity of misery in hell. But, moreover, 
should the Scdomites ever get out of hell; we 
are at a loss to know how out limitarians would 
get them back again. 

3. But it should be remembered, that those 


cifies were then suffering the vengeance of 


eternal fire. They were not set forth to be an 
example some thousands of years afterwards ; 
when it would be impossible to profit from a 
contemplaticn of their suffering, but they were 
then suffering the vengeance of eternal fire,— 
Now, if we admit the notion of a future judg- 
ment and all its concomitants, that will disprove 
the common opinion of our subject; and if we 
admit that the Sodomites were actually in héll 
several thousand years ago, that wili disprove 
a future day of judgment. Our opponets may 
therefore take their choice of these two evils ; 
either to give up the notion of their endless 
hell, ey deny with us that there is tobe a future 
judgient alter the resurrection. 

from what has been said we find it necessa- 
ry to seck further for the nature of the punish- 
rent set forth as an example: And L know of 
uo better mode of interpretation than to adopt 
tie most simple, and obvious, and easy con- 
struction that can be given tothe text. If we 
adopt this mode, we shall without hesitation, 
consult the scriptures to ascertain the nature 
and extent of the calamities which befell those 


'dreadful death in the flames. But however re- 
/markable it may appear, there is not a single 
word said about their being burned up in an 
endless hell ! 

It is possible, however, that some may sup- 
‘pose the text to define the nature of the fire 
in which they were consumed, and conclude 
\that the words “eternal fire” signify the end- 
i\less misery of those wicked persons. But, ad- 
mitting the fire to be eternal, or endless, does 
it follow that Sodom, and Gomorrah, and their 
inhabitants are all in existence yet, and subject 
to this fire: It will be admitted, I believe, 
that the buildings of these cities were utterly 
consumed, aad that of course if the fire is yet 
burning it no longer feeds on the combustible 
matter of which-they are composed. Then 
why not admit that the bodies of those unfor- 
tunate persons were utterly consumed in that 
eternal fire, and even if the fire yet continues 
to burn, those sinners are no longer subject to 
it? Will not this hold as good in both cases as 
in either? But it may be said that this fire yet 
jtorments the souls of those persons, which 
never can be consumed or die. Yet I may be 
allowed to ask, why fire cannot destroy the 
{soul or spirit of man, as well as his body? Will 
the answer be—‘“‘because it is immaterial and 
indestructible?’ If so, then it proves that fire 
cannot injure the soul at all; and our disem- 
‘bodied spirits would be as well off in eternal 
fire, as in either air, earth, or water. But, 
will it be said that the fire is only a figure em- 
ployed to convey an adequate idea of the pun- 
ishment to be inflicted upon those heretics? If 
so, it would lead us to conclude, that a figure 
of a figure, was used, for that purpose, which 
is too absurd to be accredited; moreover, we 
have every reason to believe, that the writer 
; referred to nothing more than a plain matter of 
fact, on record in the 19th chapter of the book 
of Genesis. Nor is it unreasonable to suppose 
that the plain, outward, and primary sense of 
the recorded fact, was what he intended, as be- 
ing illustrative ef the calamity which should 
befall the heretics spoken of. In this sense 
the passage is understood, even by some among 
our opponents, as correctly observed Ly Dr. 
A. Clarke. ‘Some,’ says he ‘apply this to 
the utter subversion of these cities; so that by 
the action of that fire which descended from 
heaven, they were totally and eternally de- 
stroyed; for as to their being rebuilded, that is 
impossible, seeing the very ground on which 
they stood is burnt up, and the whole plain is 
now the immense lake Asphaltites.” 


ithose cities, and all the plain, and all the in-| 


| 4. It may, however, be expected by some, 
that more will be said of the ‘eternal fire”? 
mentioned in the text. Some remarks may be 
‘necessary on account of the meaning which 
|has been attached to these words. [ remark: 
1. Should it be admitted on all hands, that 
ithe fire under consideration is the fire of the 
‘imaginary hell of Christians, and that such fire 
‘is eternal, it would no more prove the absurd 
dogma of eternal torment, than it would the 
\literal burning of those cities to all eternity.— 
As we have seen, that cannot be the case from 
the nature of things. 

2. But admitting for the sake of argument 
that the fire is never to be extinguished, and 
that it will burn in eternity; it: would then re-’ 
main to be proved that God will permit the 
devil to roast his children in it forever. TVire, 
when considered as one of the Elements, may 
be said to be eternal, for we know not when it 
became a property of matter, nor when it will 
cease to be such; yet, we have witnessed its 
‘action upon combustibles and we have seen 
that it consumed them, and then ceased. We 
;may hence conclude that fire may continue to 
exist after it has decomposed what it was suf- 
fered to act upon, and yet the substance or 
constituent properties of it will remain unde- 
stroyed and can no longer be subject to its rav- 
ages. This is true of all material substances, 

Again:—Fire is used for two purposes, viz. 
to decompose, and to purily. The fire from 
heaven which fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah, © 
was used to decompose or destroy. This is 
evident from the history of the event. It de- 
stroyed the cities, the inbabitants, and “that 
whica grew upon the ground.” We have no 
right, therefore, to conclude that the inhabi- 
tants were subject to this fire any longer than 
the cities and the products of the field, All 
were alike decomposed or destroyed. » Yet the 
fire that consumed them is called eternal fire. 
What does this prove? Does it prove the eter- 
nity of hell? Certainly not, but the reverse.— 
It affords conclusive evidence that the adjec- 
tive eternal is, at least in one instance applied 
to fire, which has at length been extinguished, 

Again:—If any other fire beside the natural 
element is ever used, it is to purify and not to 
destroy. And strange as it may seem, there 
is a kind of fire in which we may safely dwell. 
For a description of this fire, see Isa, xxxui. 14, 
15. ‘fhe sinners in Zion are afraid, fearful- 
ness hath surprized the hypocrites: Whe among 
us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who . 
among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 
He that walketh righteously, and speaketh up- 
rightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppres- 
sions, that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of 
blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil.” 
Here we have a description of a kind of fire 
more terrible to sinners and hypocrites than 
that mentioned in our text, and yet none but 
the righteous are found worthy to dwell in it ! 


See also, Isa. xxxi. 9, ‘‘And his princes shall . 
be afraid of the ensign, saith the Lord, whose 
fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.” 
From this we learn that God has a furnace, and 
fire too, and yet it is not in eternity, but at Je- 
rusalem. Now, we have only to ascertain 
what God will do with this fire, and then the 
matter may rest. See 1 Cor. iti, 1I—15, ‘For 
other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ; now if any man | 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work 
shall be made manifest: for the day shall de-— 
clare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;_ 
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and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what 
sort it is: If any man’s work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a re- 
ward; if any man’s work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shali be saven, 
yet so as by fire.”” From these passages we 
learn that the effect of fire is not so horrible as 
many have supposed. Indeed it is my earnest 
prayer that we may all be enabled to dwell 
with devouring fire and everlasting burnings— 
that our works of hay, wood, and stubble may 
be consumed, and we be saved, as by fire.— 
Jesus Christ is qualified to baptize mankind in 
the holy spirit and in fire; in other words his 
mission was, to purify mankind from their sins, 
by--pouring out the spirit of God upon the 
world—for “our God is a consuming fire.” 
Now if punishment is represented by the 
figure of fire, it only goes to show us that as 
fire effects the destruction of combustible mat- 
ter, and purifies all that is really valuable, so 
punishment is corrective—designed to destroy 
our evil propensities, and purify our souls from 
the dross of sin, pollution, and moral defilement. 
This is the true object and design of punish- 
ment. It is or should be in all cases corrective 
or disciplinary. Nothing else can be justified 
on principles of mercy or Justice; and he who 
supposes otherwise, has yet to learn the differ- 
ence between equitable chastisement for the 


benefit of the offender, and vindictive torment | 


inflicted by almighty wrath to gratify the malig- 
nity of a tyrant. 

In conclusion, I shall briefly notice the prin- 
cipal objection which inay be supposed to arise 
in the minds of some present. Object. Admit- 
ting the correctness of the foregoing remarks, 
it would seem that the destruction of the Sodo- 
mites, &c. so far from being a punishment, 
would be the greatest blessing imaginable, in- 
asmuch as their sudden destruction would end 
their pain and landthem in heaven; while righ- 
ous Lot and his family would be doomed to en- 
dure many evils consequential on the prolon- 
gation of their lives. To this objection I 
reply, 

1. It arises from the popular notion that sal- 
vation is a deliverance from punishment, where- 
as it is not so, but a deliverance from sin.— 
2. Admitting no future punishment, those wick- 
ed persons may experience a privation of en- 
joyment, in consequence of their incapacity to 
receive it, and they may have been adequately 
punished by a long endurance of the evils of 
transgression, and in the awful death which 
they experienced. 3. But it would be pre- 
sumptuous in me or any other man to assert 
that there will be no punishment in eternity— 
equally presumptuous as it would be to assert 
that there shall be any punishment there. It 
is therefore enough for man to know, that all 
sinners will be panished enough, and that it 
will end when the subject is made holy. The 
Sodomites may, and they may not have been 
punished encugh in time—they may, and they 
may not be punished in eternity; but be it as 
it may, one fact is clear, they must ultimately 
be restored to holiness and happiness, or else 
the very object and~ design of all punishment 
would be defeated. 4. But admitting they 
were taken immediately to heaven, it would 
follow that they were previously purified by 
the natural or spiritual fire of God; and that 
event would be congenial with the best desires 
of the human heart; for all good people desire 
that the worst of men should be made better, 
even should an instantaneous conversion be the 
means of effecting it. 5, And it is by no 


means certain that Lot and his family expe- | 


rienced more pain than happiness in conse- | 
quence of the prolongation of their lives; 
hence they had reason to bless God for their 
deliverance, even if the Sodomites went “right 
to heaven.”? Moreover, we can all say with 
the prophet, ‘Let me die the death of the righ- 
teous, and let my last end be like his,” even 
though heaven waits to bless all men at death. 
Lastly. The horrors of \a dreadful death, were 
considered, and justly, so, by the ancients, as 
the worst of calamities, as eternity was to them 
a dark, gloomy, and awful scene. Hence it 
follows, that the persons designated by the auth- 
or of our text, were to experience some dread- 
ful punishment for their sins; but that man is to 
be pitied who can find nothing sufficiently ap- 
palling and dreadful short of an eternity of 
endless, unnecessary, and cruel torment. 

Let us unite, then, in ascriptions of praise 
and glory to that God, who, though he cause 
grief for a season, will nevertheless have eom- 
passion according to the multitude of his ten- 
der mercies; and Jet us remember that he will 
‘“‘recompense the righteous,” &c.—AmeEnN. 


ORTHODOX BLASPHEMY. 


Mr. Editor,—At one of those ranting assem- 
blies, technically called revival meetings, a Lady 
in this town—a Lady ?—yes, a Lady!—prayed 
most fervently and familiarly, that God would 
take some sinners.then present, and ‘Shake 
ihem over Hell!!!’—For the honor of Wilming- 
ton, for the honor of the sex, I hope such feel- 
ings and prayers are not common. Profanity 
and cursing are bad enough from any person 
under any circumstances, but when introduced 
into acts of devotion, in a form so vulgar, and 
that by a lady too, whose heart should flow with 
benevolence and philanthropy, whose breast 
should glow with the most tender and refined 
sensibilities of our nature, and where meekness 
and modesty should hold their seats; —Gracious 
Heavens!-it is abominable in the extreme. a.c. 


Wilmingion, N. C, Liberalist. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


‘And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be.”’—Rev. xxii. 12. 


The coming of the Alpha and Omega to ren- 
der to men according to their deeds, as repre- 
sented in sundry passages of scripture, has 
generally been represented as an event which 
is to take place at the time of the dissolution of 
the material world; und of course, as an event 
vet future: This opinion seems evidently to 
disagree with the passage which heads these 
remarks, In this passage the Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last, says; “Behold, I come quickly, and 
my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be.” As it is now 
almost two thousand years since the declara- 
tion was a number of times recorded, that as- 
serted the retribution of which our text gives 
an account, it seems unreasonable to contend 
that the prediction was true, and yet to contend 
that the event has not taken place. — , 

If we look at the context we shall find ample 
support for the belief, that the judgment and 
retribution, of which mention is repeatedly 
made in this book of Revelation, must have 
taken place many centuries ago. See the two 
verses preceding our text; ‘And he saith unto 
me, seal not the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book; for the time is at hand. He that is, 


unjust, let him be unjust still: and he that is 
filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still.” So near 
was the time of the fulfilment of the vision that 
the command was given that the sayings shou}d 
not be sealed And this, as to time, agrees 
with what we read in the first chapter of the 
book. See verse Ist, “The Revelation of Je-: 
sus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew 
unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass.” Verse 3, “Blessed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are 
written therein; for the time is at hand.” 

When the prophet Daniel saw the vision of 
the ram and the he goat, of which we read in 
his 8th chapter, by which vision were repre- 
sented the formidable kingdoms of the Medes 
and Persians and that of Greece, he was or- 
dered to shut up the vision, because it was to 
be for many days. See verse 26. This pro- 
pheey of Daniel bears date about 553 years be- 
fore Christ, and was unquestionably all fulfilled 
before the birth of the Saviour, for the Baby- 
lonian, Medo-Persian, and Grecian empires 
were succeeded by the Roman before this per- 
iod. If then a vision was ordered to be shut 
up because it was for many days, and yet its 
events were all accomplished in less than five 
hundred years, does it seem likely that divine 
orders should be given not to seal the sayings 
of a prophecy because the time was at hand, 
and yet the time of its fulfilment nearly two 
thousand years remote, and perhaps ten thou- 
sand or more? 

In the days of his flesh, and during his pub- 
lic ministry, the blessed Saviour spake of his 
coming to judge and reward: men according to 
their works, and his sayings regarding this 
event, are recorded as follows: Mat. x, 23, 
‘But when they persecute you in this city, flee 
ye into another: for verily I say unto you, ye 
shall not have gone over the cities of Israel till 
the Son of man be come.” That the Saviour 
was here directing the minds of his disciples to 
the day of judgment, of which he often spake, 
is evident from the 14th and 15th verses: ‘And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your 
words, when ye depart out of that house or ci- 
ty shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I 
say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
judgment than for that city.” Chap. xvi. 27, 
28, “For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according to his 
works, Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom.”’? Other passages, in which the Sav- 
iour spake of the same coming and judgment, 
might be quoted, but the reader may be as well 
instructed by finding and comparing them.— 
Regarding, in a proper manner, these declara- 
tions of the divine teacher, we can easily ac- 
count for the concurring testimonies of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, who so often spake of his com- 
ing to judgment, as if they were in daily ex- 
pectation of the event. But if we attempt to 
conform to the popular notion of a future judg- 
ment, and apply the scriptures to its support, as 
has for along time been practised, we shall 
thereby render an event, as to time, altogether 
vague and uncertain; though it is perfectly evi- 
dent that the Saviour designed to be specific in 
limiting it to the generation in which he lived. 

The erroneous opinion, which the foregoing 
remarks and suggestions are designed to cor- 
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rect, has, without doubt, been much strength-| will be as faithful to fruw/h as they are to support 
ened by the assistance of the error concerning | their creed, we shall henceforth be saved the 
the dissolution of the material world, which has|trouble of refuting such miserable and false 
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been generally united with it, 
urative language, which the ancient prophets 
used to represent the fall of cities, empires and 
kingdoms, being found in the Saviour’s de- 
scription of those signs which would be attend- 
ant on the destruction of Jerusalem, unskilful 
doctors have applied literally; so that in room 
of the overthrow of a wicked and perverse city 
and people, nearly two thousand years ago, the 
dissolution of the material world is expected to 
take place in some future period. But a 
cautious reference to the many passages where 
such figurative language is used in the scrip- 
tures, will enable the candid to rectify the 
whole mistake, and to understand the doctrine 
of the scriptures in general to correspond with 
the declaration; “Behold I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be.” 

It is not contended that every passage in 
scripture, which speaks of judgment and retri- 
bution, relates to one and the same time; but 
though different periods may be designed for 
the retribution of different people, there is much 
proof in favor of believing that the wickedness 
of a people is soon yisited with deserved retri- 
bution, and such as do well seldom wait long 
for an adequate recompence. As an illustra- 
tion and proof of this doctrine, every one may 
refer to his own experience, in which he will 
find that as far as he has walked in wisdom’s 
ways he has enjoyed peace, and wherein he 
has yielded to vain alluremeuts and walked 
contrary to the commandments of God, he has 
experienced that the way of the transgressor 
is hard. hs Sete ofp 
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CAPT. OTIS TAFT—AGAIN, 


Messrs. Editors,—In my last communication 
to you relative to the affair of Capt. Ons Taft,* 
T took it as granted, that Capt. T. made the 
declaration to the Rey. Mr. Wood, which is as- 
cribed to him in the infamous publication allud- 
edto. But since writing my last, I was pas- 
sing through the village where the widow of 
Capt. Taft resides, and embraced the opportu- 
nity of calling upon her to ascertain the real 
facts in relation to the reported confession.— 
And behold, I was informed by her and several 
other ladies who were present, when her hus- 
band is said to have made his confession to Mr. 
W. that he never declared, that he had been a 
believer in Universalism, only that he bad Trip 
to believe it? Moreover, Mrs. Taft (who is 
reputed as a worthy woman and a member of 
Mr. W.’s church) declared to me, that during 
all her intimacy with her husband, she never 
understood him to be a believer in Universal- 
ism, These facts, Mrs. Taft gave her consent 
that I might publish, to correct the misrepre- 
sentation before the public. 

The author of the following slanderous re- 
port, which has passed round in all the ortho- 
dox journals, informs us, that the above is only 
one instance out of thousands where Univer- 
salists haye recanted their aith on a death bed. 
Yes, and I may ada, it is only one instance out 
of thousands where they have been detected im 
publishing falsehoods! The recantation of an 
intelligent, sincere believer in God’s impartial 
grace, is an event which we presume never 
has nor ever will occur. If our orthodox friends 


* Sce No, 44 of the present volume. 
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The Resurrection of the Widow's Son. 
LUKE VII. 

What crowd is that at Nain’s gate, 

That moves so slowly on the way? 
No sprightly music to elate 

The jocund swains or virgins gay. 
Hark! on the air a sad Jament 

Comes mournful to our listening ears? 
Affiiction’s bosom finds a vent, 

And sorrow sheds a flood of tears. 


In sackcloth clad, amidst the crowd, 
Low bending moves a widow lorn; 

Her only Son, rapt in a shroud, 
Before her slowly moves along. 


Compassion’s eye has caught the sight; 
Compa-sion’s voice the mourner hears; 
Sorrow gives place to fond delight, 
And joy dries up those falling tears. 


The promis’d Life of man draws near; 
The bearers pause and mutely stand; 
For something touch’d the shrouded bier; 

That touch was by the Saviour’s band. 


A voice awakes the ear of death! 
*Twas the command, Young man, arise ! 
His vital quick inhale their breath, 
And light pours on his opening eyes. HH. B. 
ee 1 ee 
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LINES, 
ON THE DEATH OF MISS PRISCILLA SMITH, 
Daughter of Mr. Daniel Smith, Jr. in the 16th year of her age. 


Thou art gone to the grave—but we will not de- 


plore thee, ; 

Though sorrow and darkness encompass the 
tomb ; 

The Saviour has passed through its portals before 
thee 

And the lamp of his love is thy guide through the 
glooin. 

“Thou art gone to the grave—we no longer behold 
thee 

Nor tread the rough paths of the world by thy 
side ; n 

But the wide arms of memory are spread to enfold 
thee, . 

And sinners may hope, since the sinless hath 
died. 

Thou art gone to the grave—and its mansion for- | 
sakiny, 

Perchance thy weak spirit in doubt lingered 
long; 

But the sunshine of heaven beamed bright on thy 
waking, 


And the sound which thou heard’st was the sera- 
phim’s song. 

Thou art gone to the grave—but ’twere yain to de- 
plore thee, : 

When God was thy ransom, thy guardian, thy 
guide : i 

He gave thee, He took thee, and He will restore 
thee :’ 

And death hathno sting, since the Saviour hath 
died. 


NOTICE....It is expected that Br. Ballou of Boston, 
and Br, Stephen R. Smith of Philadelphia, will ex- 
change desks the last Sabbath in this month and the 
first in next. — ; 


Nearly 20 nmbrellas were taken from the Sen- 
ators’ and Representatives’ Halls at Albany on 
the 2ist inst. by persons who were not the own- 
ers. 


April 20, by Rev. R. Streeter, of Watertown, Mr. 


Cromwell Whitney to Miss Sarah Sanger. 


Mr. Heury © 
Brigham to Miss Lydia Adams. 


Died rn this City. 

On Wednesday May 7, Joun Brazen, Esa. 
aged 75 years. 

The deceased was a remarkable instance of 
the power of strong natural talent, unaided by 
those advantages, which education gives.— 
Having received a common school education, 
far inferior to that of the present day, he was 
bred to the trade of a mason, and after attaining 
manhood, he commenced that business at Sa- 
lem and Newburyport. | The revolutionary 
war soon broke out, and after the battle of Lex- 
ington he marched to Cambridge, and was with 
the detachment of troops, who, on the 17th of 
June 1775, fought the battle of Bunker-Hill. 
He remained in the army under Washington, 
for a twelve month, when he was discharged. 


-|Hle then engaged in the manufacture of salt- 


petre, and soon after in trade, by which he 
laid the foundation of his fortune. 

The deceased was remarkable for great 
steadiness of character. Prosperity did not 
elate,—adversity did not depress him. His 
early habits were retained, his early associates 
were valued, and he felt none of that epheme- 
ral pride or mimic dignity, that makes the . 
would-be-great an object of pity, rather than 
contempt,to the sedate and reflecting. Withthe 
same habits of frugality and economy, with 
which he began, he finished his prolonged life. 
They were to him not only a habit, but a prin- 
ciple. asics 
In his political opinions, he decided and act- 
ed, fearlessly and conscientiously. He was a 
Whig in the Revolution, and to that faith he 
held fast in times of peril and trial. He was 
the friend and fellow-laborer of many worthies, 
now gone to their reward, a+] amongst those, 
whose friendship he valued and whose worth he 
appreciated, and by whom, in return, his own 
steadiness of character, and republican integrt- 
ty were deservedly esteemed, he could boast 
the present President of the United States, as 
a friend and associate. 

For many years, Esq. Brazer was a believer 
in the doctrine of Universal Salvation; and to 
this belief he devoted a steady influence, and 
to the support of public worship in that order 
he liberally contributed He was one of the 
original proprietors of the Second Universalist 
Meeting in this city, and will .be remem- 
bered by that Society with grateful consid- 
erations. He was asked but a short time be- 
fore his decease, by Rey. Mr. Ballou, whether 
he retained the same confidence in the divine 
goodness which he has so long professed. To 
this he was prompt to reply in the affirmative, 
adding his gratitude to our heavenly Father for 
all his favors, and saying, ‘We will praise him 
for all that is past, and trust him for all that’s to 
come.” ” : 

His children and grand children have lost a 
most kind and provident father; but they have 
reason to be grateful that the blessing was so 
long enjoyed. 

As the fruits of his industry and prudence he 
has secured the independence of his children 
who will long cherish his grateful remem- 
brance, and wisely regard his good examples. 

{ Communicated. . 

In Calcutta, November last, Mr. Albert Richmond of 
the ship Topaz of this port, a nativeof Dighton, Mass. 


